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McMurtie Education Reports

Osceola Middle School

On October ?‘l', the Osceola Middle School continued its annual visit
to the McMurtrie Preserve for an environmental education field day.
One hundred and [ifl_v o grelclcrs came to pla_v and learn about the
preserve and our natural environment. SPLPT board members and
St. Croix County Land & Water Conservation Department employees
led six stations where students took water samplus to learn about
water quality, tested the soil for the nutrients plants need to survive,
touched local rocks, examined animal skulls, experienced predator/
prey reIalinns]lips in a game, and saw the different ecosystems of the
preserve on a nature hike. This is one of the highlights of the 7"

gradcrs' year, and t']w_v rca”_\' enjoy Iuarning out in nature!

Water Action Volunteers Trdining

Water Action Volunteers (WAV) is a statewide program for Wisconsin
citizens who want to learn about and improve the quality of
Wisconsin's streams and rivers. The program is coordinated tl‘lrnugjl] a
parlncrship between the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
and the [University of Wisconsin — Cooperative Extension, Twelve
future stream samp]urs attended a training session at the McMurtrie
Preserve on June 14%, These volunteers got in the water and learned
how to sample for the tests of the WAV program: temperature,
(li':‘:‘U‘\'ULl nygt_‘n, stream H()\l’, a]'ltl lrafl':‘l)arcnc’\’. '1-111.‘50 Sa“'lpi(_’._: are
taken monthly between April and October by most WAV citizen
monitors. Volunteer monitors also assess the aquatic and streamside
habitat once in the spring, and the stream’s macroinvertebrate
community in the spring and fall. These new volunteer samplers can
now act {or their local stream by compiling long-term data that can
be used ])y the WI DNR and others. Interested in ]earuing more or
becoming a Water Action Volunteer? Contact Aleisha Miller,

St. Croix County Information & Education Specialist at

715-684-2874 x. 125.




ACTIVITY UPDATES

El

New Interpretive Guide Availablel!

Thanks to a grant from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, a
new interpretive :uillc is available for visitors to the preserve. The full-color
g{uitlu leads visitors a]ung the lrai]s, pointing out and cxplaining natural
features alnng the way. Guides are available to use on your visit to the preserve,
Contact Mike Reiter, education clmir, for more details at 71 5-246-6643 or
mikesal @ frontiernet.net.

Polk County Schools |

Help is available to get to the preservel

The Star Prairie Land Preservation Trust received a $500 Operation I\)uunl.l—[_:p grant from Polk-Burnett Charitics,
Ine. This grant will be used to pruvi(lc five S 100 scllnlﬂrsllips to cover bus costs to the McMurtrie Preserve. Schools in
Polk and Burnett Counties are eligil;le for these sc];.:|arsl1i|1s. As school Imdguls gel Liglltcr, thisisa way [or schools to

still get outside and experience the environmental education programs we prmfide at the McMurtrie Preserve.

New Richmond Higl‘l School Service Learning Day
Susan Bull (ne Schottler) brought her homeroom to the preserve for Service Learning Day, Friday May 14th. Land trust
volunteers put the kids to work insia”ing trail signage posts and fence posts, getting the pm']cing area z'und_\f for visitors,

and cleaning-up around the preserve. Thank you New Richmond | lich School students!

r T . .
“]’ I\CL’L[ }’Ulll‘ I_]L‘lpT Plcasc CUHSI(.].L‘!' \’OlLli‘ltCC!'lng 'c'll.' LI"IC ]_)!'CSCT\’EE
+ Assist 1\’”.}1 McMurtrie Preserve |Eduuﬂlimm| Events
*  Host Preserve Opun Houses

[nluru;‘-ictl? Please contact Mike Reiter, cclucaliun c}hlir, [nl‘ more dulails at 715-246-6643 or milcu_-.‘al@[rnnl‘im'nut.ncl.

SPECIAL THANKS

Thanks to the St. Croix \"a”u'\.-' Cnmmunity Foundation . ..

With the support of a granl from the meclnlinn, the Star Prairie Land Preservation Trust board Llpd.‘llcd our strategic
p]an. The pI.‘m will gllitlu the work of the land trust lIn’uugll 2014. We are excited about continuing the important work
of the land trust by implementing the goals found in the strategic plan:

1. Preserve envirunmunta“y sensitive land to protect water qua]ily and wildlife habitat for future generations.

2. Foster land slcwartlsllip l]ll'l)ug'l‘l cr_lucatinm engaging a broad spectrum of active citizens,

3. Have a(lcqualu financial resources to carry out the mission.

4. Organimtimm] structure and systems allow for effective, efficient, and transparent operations.
5. Be recngnizcd as a leader in land preservation and environmental education.

Valerie Hogan, of Growth Strategies, Inc. facilitated board input and wrote the plan.
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DdUI dﬂd Sh@l’l‘l] Schottler delly

pf( 2SEIVES d | amﬂv [I’dd]t!Oﬂ , c'II‘mIdI"ILi qnd Op{ n gpc]u

Does your [ami]y enjoy the annual tradition of cutting

a Christmas tree? Do you value the scenic l)caul:y of an
un(lcvclopud lake or the open space of prairie and farm fields?
If 80, you can thank Paul and Sherrill ‘Sc]mlller, owners of St.
Croix Valley Trees in rural Somerset. They recently placed

a CL‘]'IEL’I‘V(I.Li()['l l..‘,aSt_‘l'l'll._"l'll. on tlll}il‘ l 62"8L']‘L‘ rura] S(’I'I'IL'I‘.:B!.
farm that assures the Christmas tree (arm, a;ricuItnraI Iaml,
lake, and prairie will remain intact and undeveloped for future

denerations.

You may ask yourself, why would somebody do this? The Paul and Sherrill Schotiler enjoying a rare moment
[l)lILlWil‘lg quote from the Schottler’s answers that question.... qu(_’_\'f on their n-ggfg;-m north of Somerset, Wi,
“The ]ancl, this farm, tells us what we must do and when we must

do it. We see the land as our home, not a place we live upon but a

place we live with. Our land home is not a thing to be used to our

advantage but a place on earth where our body finds use and our

soul and spirit find peace.”

The land trust sponsored a celebration honoring the Paul and Sherrill Schottler Fami]y and their gift to the community
at their farm on the evening of June 24", The event included farm tours, a strawberry shortcake social, and the casement
dedication. Over the past clcca{lc, there have been numerous efforts l)y Pierce, Po”e, and St. Croix Counly individuals
and agencies to pruvitlc information and education to landowners and public officials about the need to protect farmland
and open space. This event was intended to capture the momentum of these efforts I'J_V ['lrm'itling an opportunity to gain

valuable insight from local landowners and to share thoughts and ideas with fellow citizens.

|10ttlcr Conservation Easement Facts:

*  The entire 160-acre farm must remain as one parccl into
the future.

¢ ;\gricu]lura' uses are allowed to continue on the farm.

*  The 20-acre [armstead zone accommodates current and
future .1gricu|h1ra”_v related activities.

. No (lc\'clopﬂ‘u.'lll is allowed except for one additional
residence within the farmstead zone.

+ Ownership is retained by the Schottlers who will continue
to pay real estate taxes on their farm.

+  Easement conditions app]y to the Schottlers and to

:;ulu:ct;uunt OWIners.

*  The Schottlers donated the casement to the Star Prairie Land
Prescrvation Trust which is r-.-sponsil:-]u to enforce casement
conditions. 2 ¢

*  The value of the (]nnatiun n[ the easement can lw u:-'w.l asan Paul leadls (Iﬁ?!'.’h‘ tour on his tractor

income tax deduction for up to the next 16 years.
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To a Holiday Gathering
At the Schottler Family Christmas Tree Farm
I\"'lon(lay, Decem]:;cr 7, 2009
beginning at 4:00 p.m.

Twi nl\‘]_v ligllts and (Impcl"u”y) snow-covered trees ...
Hot chocolate and cookies. . .W’agon rides. . .will welcome visitors

To this beautiful Christmas tree farm dressed up for the season.

The Schottler Tree Farm is prcservctl as agricultura] land and

open space }J_\’ a conservation easement held ]:y Ditections: Prom Hwy 35164 Baitfo
the Star Prairie Land Preservation Trust. Somerset. At the downtown ::lnp]igllt in

Somerset, turn north on County Road I for
We welcome land trust members and their guests. 5-1/2 miles. Turn left on 50" Street, and then

This event is open to the pulllic left on Rice Lake Road for 1/4 mile.

oin Us!!!

Please send membership enrollment to: Visit our website at:

SPLPT, P.O. Box 88, Star Prairie, WI 54026 starprairielandtrust.org

Renewals ])ai(l from now tln'ougjll the end of the year will go toward 2010 memI)ersllip.

NOTE: Your mailing label indicates when your SPLPT membership expires|

Name

Annual Membershi p Category

I“}‘_'H'Et' Efl;'\'L one
Address : i
4 Individual @$20 each

A Business/Organization $100

City State Zip

O Additional donation $

Phone i
3 Jack Hayes Memorial Fund

f

E. mail




